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Conrad's remark to the Minister of War as they were leav-
ing the Council: "Well, we shall see; before the Balkan-
War the Powers talked about the status quo—but after the
war no one bothered himself about it." 106
The next day, July 20, the Note was dispatched by
courier to Giesl at Belgrade, with instructions to present
it to the Serbian Government on Thursday the 23rd.10T 'It
was also sent on July 20 under the seal of strictest secrecy
to the Austro-Hungarian Ambassadors at Berlin,108 Rome,
Paris, London, St. Petersburg, Constantinople, and the
Ministers at the lesser courts. Each was given appropriate
instructions that on Friday morning, July 24, he was to
inform the Government to which he was accredited of the
"Note" presented to Serbia the night before, make a state-
ment of the justice of Austria's cause,, and in some cases say
that a dossier giving fuller details of the Austrian case
against Serbia was at the disposal of the Powers for
examination.109
106 Conrad, IV, 92.
lor Berchtold to Giesl, July 20; A.R.B., I, 27, 28. It was post-dated
"July 22'*; Gooss, p. 101, note 1. Berchtold perhaps thought it would
look better if it did not appear that it had been dispatched before it had
been shown to Francis Joseph and received his approval; or if tne
Emperor demurred, there was the fait accompli that it had already
been sent out. It is dated "July 22" in the original Austrian Red Book
of 1915, and "July 24" in the copies presented to the Powers on the
morning of July 24; B.B.B., 4; F.Y.B., 24.
 108	Szogyeny at Berlin had received it by July 21, for on that day
at 7:30 P.M. he urgently requested to be allowed to show it to the
German Government ahead of the time stated in his instructions; A.R.B.,
I, 39, 41; Gooss, p. 110 f.   The Austrian representatives in Rome, Paris
and Cettinje had received their copies of the ultimatum by July 22; ibid,
50, 51, 55.   Szapary in St. Petersburg cannot have received the note on
July 20, as incorrectly stated by Mr. Seton-Watson (Sarajevo, p. 207;
and pp. 221, 227 for similar misstatements as to its reception in Paris
and London).   There was deceit enough in Austria's actions without
accepting Mr. Seton-Watson's further allegation that Sz^pary had "this
secret explosive in his breast" when he made "the grossly dishonest state-
ment" to Poincare at the reception to the diplomatic corps in St. Peters-
burg. '
 109	Berchtold's instructions, 3401-3406, 3426-3436, July 20; A.R.B, I,
29-31.  As to the dossier see above, ch. ii, note 2.

